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ANSWER Project – Offering solutions to business 

What’s the question?
For most businesses, active energy management is a new responsibility; something added on to their core business.  For smaller businesses in particular, it may be difficult to spare the resources needed to monitor and reduce energy.  This means they are excluded from the benefits of lower energy costs and the promotional possibilities of going green.  
SMEs currently account for over 50% of all business energy use yet little focus is directed towards this sector.  ANSWER (A North Sea Way to Energy-efficient Regions) is an international project developing practical solutions to fill this gap.
We’ve got the ANSWER!
Okay, so we don’t have all the answers to the energy crisis.  But we do offer practical support for immediate progress.  Taking small steps at home and at work can have real benefits for the environment as well as for the bottom line.  Our experience suggests most businesses can save 10% off their fuel bills with no investment at all.
ANSWER’s portfolio of solutions

Taken together, the project provides a cohesive and comprehensive package that removes obstacles from the path to reduction at every step of the way, from first becoming aware of the issues, through tackling the easy behavioural wins, to investing in a greener future.

Inform – promoting access to reliable information is vital to encourage trust in the benefits of energy-reduction (e.g. web-based information sources, networks, events, on-site audits)
Incentivise – Saving energy doesn’t just reduce costs; it can increase market share too. We help ensure green businesses get the recognition they deserve.  (e.g. awards, certificates)
Assist – we also recognise that energy reduction often requires significant investment.  ANSWER offers innovative financing approaches (e.g. interest-free loans, cooperative funding)
The 2-day workshop in Bremen will look at some of the types of support offered through ANSWER, with focussed discussions covering awards, certificates and networks.

Further Information

ANSWER is co-funded by ERDF through the Interreg IVB North sea Region Programme and project partners in Belgium, Germany, Norway, Sweden and the UK.  As well as our work with business we also offer support to schools and community groups.
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